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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rainfall/snowfall likely at isolated

places over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, Muza�ara-

bad and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Thunderstorm with lightning

likely at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,

Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......29.7...... 17.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......35.6...... 26.4

Ahmedabad............. —......34.2...... 18.5 Kurnool ........................... —......38.2...... 22.1

Aizawl .....................0.3......29.1...... 12.0 Lucknow.......................... —......28.2...... 12.6

Allahabad ................ —......29.9...... 12.0 Madurai ........................... —......36.0...... 22.1

Bengaluru................ —......32.2...... 19.2 Mangaluru....................... —......36.9...... 23.6

Bhopal ..................... —......28.8...... 14.2 Mumbai ........................... —......38.4...... 21.0

Bhubaneswar .......... —......32.5...... 21.3 Mysuru............................. —......33.3...... 17.9

Chandigarh.............. —......27.0...... 11.6 New Delhi........................ —......27.5...... 10.7

Chennai ................... —......32.1...... 23.4 Patna............................... —......28.0...... 16.8

Coimbatore ............. —......34.8...... 21.4 Port Blair ......................... —......31.6...... 27.2

Dehradun................. —......26.4...... 10.6 Puducherry ..................... —......31.8...... 22.6

Gangtok .....................4......16.2........ 6.4 Pune ................................ —......37.2...... 19.2

Goa........................... —......36.0...... 24.0 Raipur.............................. —......33.6...... 19.8

Guwahati ................0.2......28.3...... 12.0 Ranchi ............................. —......27.1...... 13.2

Hubballi ................... —......35.0...... 19.0 Shillong ........................... —......18.0........ 8.0

Hyderabad............... —......32.8...... 18.8 Shimla ............................. —......19.0........ 7.2

Imphal ..................... —......25.5...... 12.6 Srinagar........................... —......18.0........ 0.2

Jaipur ...................... —......29.5...... 14.9 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......32.4...... 25.1

Kochi........................ —......32.4...... 25.4 Tiruchi ............................. —......34.7...... 22.0

Kohima ......................3......26.4........ 6.5 Vijayawada...................... —......33.4...... 22.0

Kolkata .................... —......31.4...... 20.6 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.9...... 22.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Sri Ganganagar,

Rajasthan recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 227

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 12

Ahmedabad ..... .93 ..99 15 ... 240 ...162 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .11 ..12 16 ... 108 ...102 ......*

Chennai............ .16 ..— .— ... 106 ....81 ......*

Delhi ................. .12 112 62 ... 244 ...202 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...9 ..27 52 ... 338 .....— ......*

Kolkata............. ...5 164 28 ... 116 ...117 ......*

Lucknow........... .12 ..83 45 ... 203 ...150 ......*

Mumbai ............ ..— ..77 58 ... 113 ...134 ......*

Pune ................. .22 131 53 ... 215 ...155 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...8 ..55 25 ..... 71 ...119 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

N.S. Sunil, alias Pulsar Suni, the key accused in
the Kerala actor assault case, who is now on bail,
has been booked by the police for allegedly
causing a ruckus at a hotel over a perceived delay
in serving food on Sunday. He allegedly smashed
a glass tumbler, besides making death threats to
the hotel employees. Later, he was released on
station bail. He was earlier released on stringent
bail conditions after being imprisoned for over
seven years in the actor assault case.

Actor assault case accused
booked for ruckus in hotel 

I
t’s a race against time
as the country’s top
nine agencies, re-

nowned for handling res-
cue operations during nat-
ural disasters, worked
round the clock to save
eight persons trapped in-
side the Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel
in Telangana’s Nagarkur-
nool district. 

A part of the under-con-
struction tunnel collapsed
on Saturday morning.

“The crack teams com-
prising experienced per-
sonnel from the Army, Na-
vy, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), National

Hydrological Investigation
Agency and other related
departments have been
formed into a uni�ed com-
mand to oversee the res-
cue operations,” Telangana
Irrigation Minister N. Ut-

tam Kumar Reddy told The
Hindu on Monday.

Mr. Reddy said that ex-
perienced personnel are
meeting every couple of
hours to review the situa-
tion and devising plans to

overcome the hurdles that
arose with each passing
hour. 

“On Saturday, a small
leak was noticed which the
site engineers found not
very unusual,” the Minister
said, quoting an o�cial of a
U.S. company involved in
the project.

However, disaster stuck
when there was a sudden
gush of water and muck
with such force that work-
ers had to �ee to save their
lives. Eight persons who
were close to the point
could not rush out. 

Mr. Reddy said they
were not sure when the
rescue operations would
conclude. “The joint res-
cue teams are putting in
their best to ensure a hap-
py ending,” he remarked.

Round-the-clock e�orts on
to rescue 8 stuck in tunnel

Accident site: The SLBC project area in Nagarkurnool district on

Monday. A portion of the tunnel has collapsed. NAGARA GOPAL

Personnel from India’s nine top agencies are collaborating in the operation to rescue people

trapped in the SLBC tunnel; Minister says he is not sure when the operations will conclude

Ravi Reddy
HYDERABAD

The High Court of Karnataka has said that a
criminal case against journalist Arnab Goswami,
the editor-in-chief of Republic Media Network,
was a “classic illustration for dragging him only
to settle other scores”. The case against Mr.
Goswami was for allegedly ‘creating or
promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between
classes by telecasting a report containing
rumour’. Justice M. Nagaprasanna made the
observations while quashing the FIR against Mr.
Goswami of Republic Media Network, which runs
Republic Kannada television channel, on March
27, 2024.

HC quashes criminal case
against Arnab Goswami 

Calling the Wayanad reha-
bilitation package of ₹529.5
crore announced by the
Centre as “inadequate”,
Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, urged him to convert
the relief package to Kerala
into a grant and extend the

time period for its
implementation.

The package comes
with two conditions: �rst
that the funds shall be dis-
bursed, not as a grant as is
the norm, but as a loan, se-
cond, that they should be
spent in their entirety by
March 31. 

“These conditions are
not only unfair, but also
display a shocking lack of

sensitivity towards the pe-
ople of Chooralmala and
Mundakkai who have suf-
fered such shattering loss-
es,” Ms. Vadra said. 

She added that 110 acres
of agricultural land was
destroyed, and 658 stu-
dents still await re-enrol-
ment into schools. 

“Unfortunately, the reh-
abilitation is progressing at
a painful pace,” she added.

Union govt.’s relief package for
Wayanad inadequate: Priyanka

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Elections for the Legisla-
tive Council under the
MLA quota in Telangana
will be held on March 20.

in both States. In Telanga-
na, tenure of �ve MLCs —
Satyavathi Rathod, Mah-
mood Ali, Mirza Riyaz ul
Hasan, S. Subhash Reddy
and E. Mallesham — will
conclude by end of March. 

The Election Commission
of India released the sche-
dule for elections to 10 va-
cancies arising in Telanga-
na and Andhra Pradesh by
the end of March. There
will be �ve vacancies each

Polls for �ve MLC seats in Telangana on March 20 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A wave of shock swept
across Thiruvananthapu-
ram in Kerala following a
killing spree by a youngster
on Monday evening.

A 23-year-old man,
Afan, allegedly murdered
�ve members of his family
and severely injured his
mother. 

Around 6.15 p.m., he
walked into the Venjara-
moodu police station and
‘confessed’ to hacking his
relatives to death at di�e-
rent locations. He also
claimed to have left a gas
cylinder open at his house. 

The police followed up
on the information and
soon found two bodies and
one seriously injured wo-
man at Afan’s house. 

The deceased were
identi�ed as Afan’s broth-
er, Afsan, and a woman
named Farzana. 

His mother, Shemi, who
was found badly wounded,
was rushed to a hospital.

On further investiga-
tion, the police discovered
the body of Afan’s grand-
mother, Salmabeevi, in her
home at Pangode. They al-
so found bodies of Latheef,
Afan’s paternal uncle, and
his wife, Shahida, at their
home in S.N. Puram. 

While confessing to his
crimes, Afan claimed to
have consumed rat poison.
This prompted the police
to rush him to Thiruvanan-
thapuram Government
Medical College Hospital. 

Though his family is
known to be �nancially
well-o�, Afan reportedly
told the police that they
had been experiencing sev-
ere �nancial di�culties.

The police are yet to as-
certain the motive for the
killings. They also suspect-
ed the youth to be addicted
to narcotic substances.

Mass murder rattles
Kerala after youth
confesses to killing 5
family members

The Hindu Bureau
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The Communist Party of
India (Marxist)’s latest clar-
i�cation note to its cadres
on its month-old draft pol-
itical resolution ahead of
the party’s 24th national
conference in Madurai in
April has triggered a politi-
cal row in Kerala.

The note discusses the
perils of the Central go-
vernment’s “Hindutva cor-
porate authoritarianism”
evolving into neo-fascism if
the “BJP-RSS” were not
“fought back and halted.”

‘Not the actual one’ 
The note says CPI(M) does
not view the disposition at
the Centre as a “fascist or
neo-fascist” government.
Nor does the party charac-
terise India as a neo-fascist
State yet. The note ex-
plains that 10 years of con-
tinuous RSS-controlled BJP
rule has resulted in a ma-
nifestation of neo-fascist
characteristics and not the
actual development of a
neo-fascist government.

However, Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan
interpreted the note as a
political exoneration of the
Modi government’s “clas-
sic fascist character” and
capitulation to the RSS
agenda. 

Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) State Secretary Bi-
noy Viswam told The Hin-
du that his party viewed
the Modi government as
fascist, given the RSS’s ide-
ological roots in pre-se-
cond World War fascist
movements in Mussolini’s
Italy and Hitler’s Germany.

CPI(M) Central Commit-
tee member A.K. Balan ac-
cused the Congress of seek-
ing to shield itself from the
political embarrassment
wrought by MP Shashi Tha-
roor’s disillusionment with
the party’s State leadership

and his endorsement of
the LDF government’s in-
dustrial policy, and predic-
tion of a third consecutive
LDF victory in the Assemb-
ly polls by laying down a
smokescreen of misinfor-
mation about the party’s
draft political resolution. 

Mr. Balan quoted Bul-
garian Communist idea-
logue Georgi Dimitrov’s
de�nition of fascism (as the
open, terrorist dictator-
ship of the most reaction-
ary, most chauvinistic, and
most imperialist) to vali-
date the party line. He said
it was unrealistic to state
that India had regressed in-
to a fascist polity yet.

‘A di�erent response’ 
“Congress should know
that the existence of a fas-
cist State in India would
have already warranted a
di�erent political res-
ponse, including a broad-
based national liberation
struggle. The party line is
in conjunction with the
political resolution adopt-
ed by the 22nd and 23rd
meets,” Mr. Balan said. 

The note says CPI(M)
does not view the
current disposition
at the Centre as 
a ‘fascist or
neo-fascist’ govt. 

CPI(M)’s clari�cation note on
draft resolution triggers row 

G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Karnataka High Court has per-
mitted the investigation against
badminton player and Arjuna awar-
dee Lakshya Sen, his brother Chirag
Sen, also a badminton player, their
parents, and a coach in a case regis-
tered against them on the allegation
of age fabrication. “When prima fa-
cie materials are placed on record
which constitute the o�ences, I do
not �nd any reason either to stall
the investigation or to quash the in-
itiation of criminal proceedings,”
Justice M.G. Uma said.

HC permits probe
against Arjuna
awardee, kin
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